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This is to advise that Subject will appear in Detroit, Michigan, from 
October 8 through 11, 1949# At the present time the Civil Bights Congress of 

Michigan is taking charge of all arrangements for BOBESON , S visit to Detroit 

Present arrangements call for a mass meeting to be held on October 9, 1949, at 
7*00 p.m#, at a large hall located at Forest and Hastings Streets in Detroit 

In addition, there will be a testimonial banquet given at the Lucy Thurman 
TWCA, downtown Detroit* The exact date of this banquet is unknown, although 

It will be during the above-mentioned period 
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Confidential Informants have advised that all of ROBESON'S appearances 

will be limited to the negro community in the Detroit area, and that considerable 
precautions are being taken to forestall trouble similar to that which recently 

occurred m reeK5Ki.u. 
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The appearance of ROBESON in Detroit, and the activities participated 
in by him are being followed closely by this office* Of significance is the 

fact that tha mass rally will be held at tha building whera the Detroit race 

riot started in 1943 
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Congress and the Communist Party concerning ROBESON'S proposed visit to the 

area 
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Any unusual incidents in connection with ROBESON'S appearance in 

Detroit will be promptly reported to the Bureau 
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Dear Sir: 


Information has been received from a number of confidential 
informants in the Philadelphia area concerning the above organization 
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The main feature of his visit is to be a 


on the dates mentioned. 

mass gathering at the Metropolitan Cfc>era House, Broad and Poplar 
Streets in Philadelphia on the evening of October 14, 1949 

concerning ROBESON'S activities on the 15th and 16th have not been 
revealed. 




ft 


\ 


r 


t 


V 


f 


Details 


P _ 


-b 


4 


ft 


r- 


1 


* 


*■ 


T. 


Considerable effort is being exerted by District #3, CP USA 

Headquarters in Philadelphia, to assure a large turnout to the rally 




J 




• • 


4 


T .,^4 


J 


T J 


U 






M 


OCUIfe OUAU au CScACAl, 


1 




■ 


- 


* 4 


with a special admission of 25i each for youth and unemployed. 






i 


the"WIUDELPHIA COUNCIL $ ARTS 
d nMtnerous labor groups are contributing 

e^COti* ITTEE CF 1000. 


i 




I 


The CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 
SCIENCES AND PRCFE3SI0NS, arxi 

their names as members of th 
learned that the C0LE.'ITTE2 is occupying office space in the offices 

of the International Office o^FtX 3 D, TOBACCO, AGRICULTURAL & ALLIED 

WOiUSRS CF AMERICA 


o 


n*\\ 


4 


9 


w K 


> 


1 


b 


w 


r 


i 


t5 


J 


• w 


r 


4 


- N C 






o 


I 


:EgB 

t 1 w 




CIO. which are located at 20th and Race Streets 


t i 




9 


/ 


•l . j 




E 


recorded - 66 p /^t.Mpyy 

fi onj^0tEBrif§5mat ion. r ' T ' 

I 

I 

truly youirs 


rnij.aaej.puia 




i 


'4 


i <h 


9^2 


J . 


i 


The above is furnished 


J 




' 2 S 134 ; 


■ 


\ 


> 


\ 


> 


\ 


■ 


' i 


y 


i 


VICTORY 
'd BUY 


\s SIPIE^BY_J« 




i 


MCI* 

war I JPKsKEMcG 

100 - 29215 

cc : New York 

100-33636 (DOMESTIC 

ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 

iOO-33143 (CP NEGRO QUESTION) 


f 


J .. . 

f'T * 


I v 


V 


A 


!* 


I 


> 


9 A 




* 










J 




\ 


A 


1 


1 


V 


VNITICD 


r: 


.» 


i 




1 


#1 ; 


* 4 


. 


■ 


i 


L. V. BQARDMAN 
Special Agent in Charge 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEFTIil 

DATE 


I 


* 


.- r 


1 


\ 






1 


A- 


I 


I 


r 


* 




t 


I ity^ONDS 
T 4«k- a 

\ STAMPS 

1 


f 


n 




1 




-T 




< . 


> 




■ 


1 


1 


> 


H 


> 




f 


ft 


1 


I 


. 1 

■ 




1 


I m 


I ■ 








1 


■ 


1 






1 


\ 


■ 


» 1 


• ■ 1 

r r '- 


4 • 


% 1 :V- t -• v 7 

— • r yb • • • 




•4- * - 


Si - 


1 ■ • 


> V* v ( J \ 


I 


H 


■ 


- 


* 






> • j 




1 




- f " 


•a 


s. 1 


I 


I 


L 


1 * 




Y _ 


I 


• : » 




H 


■ 


*- 


I 




I 




K 




1 


■ 


ft 








■b 


I 


% 


r 


■ 


- I 


Y 




I 


1 




r 


i. 


■ 


r 


r 


i 


• / 


■ 


J 




■ • 




1 • 


1 


■ 




1 


4 


1 


- 


4 


1 


I 


; •» • • 
H. .y 

^ ^ ’ 




■ 


/ 


* 




> 


1 


X 


" 1 


r 


1 


1 


a 


■ 


•‘A 




1 


j 


I 


’ J 


‘ I* 


I 




’ H . 






• • 


1 




■ 




1 


1 


■ 


. ■- 


+ 


> 


■ 






* 




1 




■ 


. 1 


r 


■ 


■ 




• . 




b 


r 






«. 


■ 1 






1 






■ 


1 


r 


1 


-r 


1 




1 




" b 




J 


/ 


- 


- 




1 


■ 




.* . 




i 


j 


■ • 


_ ■ • 


I 


'a 




■ 1 
4 r -w» 


1 


1 


. l. 


1 


L 


« 


■ 


1 




1 . 

t rr r,i wb 




ii — ■ 


ft.L 


■ 


■ ■ ■ • • 




• ib ■ 


--ft-' * 




■ 


• • 


1 


- 


I. . r - 


. 











• I 


> 


■ 


•I 


■ 


■ 


■ 


ft • 




r - 


r 


- 


■ 






i 


■ 






I 












■*.' t 


k „ 


i 


I 


L 








“ ■ . 


ft 




* 


_. H • 


' 


> 


-*--■ + 


* ^ frr 




<■ L 




... • yaJ. 




- . -*■ 




t 




> 


v - 


‘--JO 


» 


■ 






r 


A 


M i 


i 




f 






ft 


f 




i* 


% 








. i 


1- 

* 


ft 






■ 


r 


■ 


lr 


•- ■ 


* 


■ 


i 


i 


M - 




V 


ft 




■ 


a I# 


• ~ 


_ i 




• a 


■ 


■ 


; * 


■■ 




a 


i 


i 


V 




k\ 


■ 


■ 


+ • 


I 




A 


H 


1. 




i 


1 


■ 


•a 


$ 


■ 


a 


** 


r 


.f 


i a 


I 


> W 


4 


I 


i 


r 


+ 


a 


£ 


I 


v 

u • *- 


a 


/ 




v 


p 


t* h 




j 


i 


a 






a 


< I 


a 




K '• W 


■ 


* 

■ 


% 


*■> 


a 


t 


4 • 


*a 


a 


a 


-1 % 




v 


■ 






i 






rr ■ 


r 


■ 


i 


i 


1 


i 


s * 


■ 


a 


"• 


* 


• #r 


|pa* ,n V 


I 


' 






r 


. 




4 


- IP 




£ 


i • 


§ • 


m 




»> 


: fh: 


i 


-TL? 


7 


. * 


► 


> 


L_« .■;- 


* 


i -»i 


-it 


Ba 


I 




f 


ul 


**■.- - - : 


r: 


£r 


ti 


i 


< 




• ■ 


■ 


» 




a 


I 


I 


■r 


i 




\ = 


* 




* 


a 


■ 


a 


■- 


4 


a 


■ 




> 


3Pr 


■•71 


*8-* 


> 


7 < /£> 


*•_ 




F 


k 


F 


r 


* 




v<* 




•f 


* 


F 


♦ 


* 


J 


k 


J 


S 


t 


f 


J 


* 


+ 


a 


1 


t 


J 


"a 


• * ■ 


'a 


*1 • 


.-. * 


& 


a 


■ 


£ 






LH \ 

:5*> 


3 * 


a' 


a t 


■ a • 


-aa 


i 


■•p 


■ 


-j. 1. . 


i 




■ 




4 




i I f 


J 


M 




i 


9. 




• ■ 


“■ i ■ 


*- v:: 




a r 




■ 


a i 


|T 


■ 


• l_ I - 


i 


i 


2K. 


I 


I 


I 


y& 


Fa 


■ 


t 


i 


i 


i 




ft 


a - * 


T“ 


■ 


*i 


■ 




a 




T ' 


i 


a 








& 




.* 




a 


me 




' l - J3S 


I 


f 


r 


■ 


a 


rt ; 


ir. 


“ a 


V 


-i 


f 






J > 


I 


V 


K 


^1“ ▼ 




t 


I 


V V 


b » 




r 




r 


» 


a 


i 


f 


) 


H 




5 


4 


V 


I 


f 


J' 


I 


J’ 


I 


T 


a 


>• 7- 




» arj 


, / 


l 


+ 


i 










*» • 




a - 
• « % 


a r- 


a 


» 


l 


i 


-• 


a i 


a 


5 




-i- 


i 


• a 


V 


a I 


1. • 




I 


L. 


’-I 








* 


I 








i 


a 


V 


F -V F . 




PST^rJi 


a 


- 1 


*■•■ • F 




a 




a 


4 


* 


l 


T 


J -. » . 


a 


>5 


- rf- 








* 


P • - . 








T '' v' T 








/ 


a 




»- 




V 


I 


a 


j 


i 


* \ 


i 




I 


r 




4 


I 


a 




r 


f ft 


I 


a 


V A V 


> y, 




F 


• . 


i 




- 




I 


I 


a 


J 


t 1 




b-’ 




- J 


•F 


j 


i 




& 


a » * 


> 


•. 


1 


i 




l 




4 


a 


- \ 


I F 


1 “ 


i 


r 


i 


i 


• - 


1 k 


?■ 


I I 














I 




■ 


I 


^ *a 


. r 


A< - 
v I 


■ 


i ■ 




t 


1 


. • ' 




* 


i 


L 


• • 




f 


a 


* 




i 


a 


'a 


fc . 


• im 




a «"aX * 


I 


. .J 


a i 


— i ft.* a . 




■ 


• i 


a a • • • 


fiu 








a 


■ i _ i 


*i i 




. J 


i 


i i . 


• I • * 


I 


•I* .*■* * 


• • 


• ’ 


-■I • • ■ 


•■Lax. 


ala III !• r a 


> 


ft 


II 


a 


a XBaaa r| ■ 




a a • i 




i 




a 




fa 




I 






I 


fa 


■- 






- fa 




I 


1 




fa 


i 






■ 


• • 




i 




i 


i — ■ 


4 


• • 


p- 






. ft 








i 


9 




- 




( 


i 




■ 


■k 


r i 


4 • 


/ 




f 


S' 


■b 


i 








■ 


i 


■ 


4 


* . 


ifc' ■ 


V- 


* - « 


- < 


■ • 


P 1 


■ 


■ 


i 








■ 


1 


■ 


5 ; 


■ 


• ^ 




■ 


v 4-s. 


w m 


i 


b 






I 


:r 


4- 


■ 


- ? 


■ 


i 


, * 


-'a V 




r4 


* l 


■ 




c 


*-.V. 




r 


► 


■ 




■ 


i 


■ 


r 




V 




i-* 




?’<f f S-ll 
, , ' 


< 






d 




p 


t 


i 


■ 


■ 


*■ 


-f 




■ 




Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
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The newspaper told us that the Chairman of this 

meeting was a person by the name of Strauss who was vice Pres 

of C.I.O. Clothing Workers t that this man wore the Unifo 

o r an Officer of the Armed Services that day 
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The question is: Are we going to allow these Commies 

to hide themselves by wearing the Uniform t carrying our Flag 
and 1/arching behind same for protection while they work to 
overthrow our government 

the Reds on 8th Ave New fork City I saw many of these dogs 

parading in the Army and Navy Uniform carrying the Red Banner 

and sihgtng the Commies Songs. 
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¥ .. VTr^fCK anarrered thc.t He i*d been eleetod Cltalnsar of the Teuth "action 

the Ur.enployod Council of Karlas on February 19, 1933* He a aid duritv; thie 
period Uv.t he cos identified vith the Unec^loyod Council, he alyo continued hia 
•cjloyswnt ml th the "Xounc Toric:!" and tiio *lAily reiker" aod re nil nod as Chalraaa 

of the Xouth Action of the Unemployed Courwil in lierleu wniil April of 1933 
SiCr^R asked 2 IK T< U mhetJter he we ‘thereafter elected as thalr&on of the Xouth 

Soot ion of the Pnerr'loyed Council of fW Tcrtr City* T7F1XJJ acid Ur t he bed been 

elected about a month efter taint elected Cheirren of the Youth Council 
Karlen* He said that, the r fore, he atnultaneoualy occupied the position of 
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been elected to t he latte'- position by an enl^i^ed meetinc of the Hroellyn Secticr. 

Comal ttee cf tJ.e Youri" Corui vinis t l^rtruo nnd thcr of’.cr he oald he rent* inod virctien 
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14,711) Contlnuinc, tli.-Tll oaid that they wanted to enlist *upport for 
the unonnlo^-vd youth stto were anetvler'cd through no f^ult of their orn# Hisy 
w&ntod no diacrlcirv'tion Vct.tr rd Vta err.ntlnc of >tlief because youto ere youth* 
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14,713) Continuing, S 1 N 3 TC); related that in the Hed Hook area they had 

helped to orynnieo foruns and wetin n and also sold their paper, the "Yotc _ 

in an effort to secure for the 0 onaimi ty Inyrovod rocraation^l facilities W.ich 
could b» used Jointly by It&lir.n anl iorto hican youth, which it was hoped would 

•ff act the oarpaicn sflch oistad at tfa t tiro andihich 

Porto flcan and Ittli^n younjr people 
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hjKrx tho elrciriUncis auranindinc th 
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She Court then oboerved thr.t this wes one of the thinco where counsel for 
tho defonat and the Court dloarreed no frocuently ihf.t the Court 

afraid it bed not boon sufficiently a riieulu tc , otherwise tbs counsel would 
tev* acc oesaodstod themselves to tho court’s ruling* without ar^unent 

SfCHhR replied thtt t c would conforr: to tte Court*! rulinr.®* hut he wished 
to direct KlK5*r?.’*s attention to other rs*tter 3 and would ask hir to 
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(ffi# 14,717) SACHL1 asked riJt' KV whothor 
Soriot Union except attend the classes that ha had iuTt referred to in his 

testlnony# WIN TCH replied thr t 


had done orrythibr else in 
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had Ti sited a otr.bor of republics fort^e rljr 
op-pressed b 7 the Cser and htd otudied Uie soclrl conditions anJ problosm of 

trade onions in relationship to socialised Indus tries* Wife* Ter acid that ho returned 

o the thi tod States of ter le-Avio,.’ the Soviet thion in fcsy, 1935 
id he became an official of ttus Ohio lounf; Comunist IrCfifnie, at which titse 
residing in Cleveland, Ohio# ho said Ms position in the Xounr Cconuclot i«t>^ne In 
Chi© was known. at that of Orjwnltotional Secretary and tie ted bean elected to that 
position by the Liotrict Coer; It tee of the Ohio lounr C^Munlst Uarut in ^uae of 

1935# i>« taid ttet hia first tusk In this position owisisted of utttlnc ccquainlo 

with the or^nis-atior* and its pnebleca oinca it wis a new fitld for bbt# be oald 

helped to organise conferences of wtricuo orgs notations eonsistinc of the T^CA, 
the future Outlook Leapue, the lount: CciTsunlst ter-ruc, t!» Touhl* foelnllst Le fue 
and various other ©rj;ani*aiiona in Cleveland, for the purpose of tiyinf to initiate 
In Ohio the policy of unitinr the younr fcnsralicn in U . c- fipht to defect ftscisa 

In addition to Uiie he atid they hsl'^ed to orr&Trlre vtrio 
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(tt* 14*722) flKSIDK said 
Of the T 'rung Ccfirranist lea'll# In Indus *ry fc 

the young workrr* 

wcior-j^ nired youth in the various indua tries of Ohio* mr-ely* artosl* ruhh 

?*ctrlcftl *t»' oevertl othere# In tddiiion to this* he oi*ic5 hi* t*sV consisted of 

ehaoVlnr in an th® f ill r i 1 v. o nt of 

orgenlnin^ the rarlous leader-' 

the Younc Coecsimist league arv! the other prohleens that 
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leadership conferences, YiyTTCK stated that consisted of conferences devoted to 

training branch presidents* u w.ll c* *?ciH for exocutivs* cf clube* these 

leadership conTexencee* ho scid* also help the young people to crchAsra experiences 
In such at fora thet the? could learn the teehnlcu? of various ©r; l ni im. ti oti* 1 fonxu 

the various types cf aetlvitlcs in defense ef the earkitg youth* 

the nc'.urt cf th? eriivitles in defense cf U»e working yovi’. 

faced with cas first ef di 

to the best ef his ability hr 
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1'istrict I»oeru in 1C35« a ns ws red in tiaa affirustive and said ti-t t 

Orpaiiaotionsl Secretary of th® Tonne Ccrawnist Xct£uo 
fter"»»r of that Hoard* SACi&S then asked ?.U«:rc« whether there had bests a destine ef 
the ^strict Board aonetine in Septeaber* 1935* at addeh the witness was present and 

where the discxisalcn concerning the holding; of classes by the Young Cceaunist tea^u* 
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(Td# 14,726) KcUC^T ©bjocted. The Court nodes that 1935 le the- period being 
discussed end wished to ho&r free* 3AdJU..L ho* it •&.* ptl+v*-r:t lr, ti 

SAC.v ;': 0 £i 6 he wished to lesd up to • elf *s taught by KIKj.ti. in the school 
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Cincinnati Committee to Welcome Paul Robeson 

lO&i Flint St* 

Ch 5217 


Sept. 15, 19^9 


Dear Friend 


$ 


Enclosed is a Press Release on the undemocratic action of the Board 
of Education in refusing the use of Stowe school(in the heart of the West 
End Negro community) for a Paul Robeson civil rights rally 


We are sending you this release because the newspapers of our city 
have refused to print it 


The growing attacks against civil liberties In our country have recently 

reached a high danger point in the hoodlum-K.K.K.-police attack against a 
peaceful Robeson concert in Feeksklll, N.Y. Newspapers, public officials 

and prominent oititens have expressed horror and alarm at this fascist action 
Yet the Board of Education in refusing a meeting place to Robeson has acceded 

to the objectives of this Peekskill mob and similar forces in our city 


The fact of the matter is that a civil rights rally in the Negro 
community will invite no violence whatever if the city authorities and the 

Board of Education took a firm stand for free speech. As a matter of record 
Paul Robeson is speaking in many cities# The N#Y* Times of Sept, liith. reports 
that leaders of the Amerioan Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Jars in 
Chicago have spoken out against any ^demonstrations in connection with Robeson 

rallies there 

We believe that the technique of denying democratic rights because reaction 
ary hoodlums threaten violence must be helted if free speech is to survive 

Our committee is asking that you support this fight for free speech by 
doing the following* 

Write a letter to the Board of Education protesting their action# Get your 
organ! ration, church or union to do the same 
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This statement will be sent to the Board of Education^ 

in connection with this statement and not with 


enclosed cord# 

Names will be used onl 


any other activities of our committee 


We will welcome any eomment or suggestions 


Respectfully yours 

O-.Q. & 


# 


G.B. Grics^y/fc 


l 


hairman 


The Board of Education is located ot 216 East 9 St 
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When the Board of Education denied Foul Robeson a place to speak in the 
West End* it struck & heavy blow at American freedom* We protest that denial 

as fundamentally un-American 


It is not In the American tradition for any Board to determine what 
opinions are to be advocated in buildings for community use 
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We* the undersigned protest the denial of a school auditorium to 
Foul Robeson by the Cincinnati School Board as an cttck on the right of 


free speech 


We challenge the statement of the Board that the meeting cannot be permitted 

because the Board fears violence. Are we to understand that the City of 
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Cincinnati is no longer able to defend a citizen* b right to speak 


UlUb JLfc 


no longer able bo maintain low and order? If so, the Board hoe invited every — 

hoodlum group in town to threaten violenoe as a means of preventing the opposition 
from speaking 
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Kot the opinions of Paul Robeson* but his right to state them is the issue 

It Is meaningless to pretend that a man has the right of free speech when 

open to others* are denied him.That is censorship 


here 

public auditoriums 

free speech*- 


not 
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We submit that Freedom is the most valuable heritage of the Amerio&n people 
We submit that the arbitrary action of the School Board violates freedom in our . 
community. We therefore call on the Board to reconsider its ill-advised action 

We call on the City Council to state clearly that the City Is able and willing . 
to protect free speech* We call on other ©ititens to join us in this protest 
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school for a civil rights rally featuring Paul Robeson la a blow against 


free speech and civil liberties# The Board of Education is attempting to 
deny to thousands of Cincinnatians their inalienable right to peacefully 
assemble and petition for redress of grievances 

The so-called "reasons” given by the Board for their denial are a 

hypocritical cover-up for their anti-Negro* enti-democratic decision# The 
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Board, which has never had Negro representation, says that there may be 
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violence at such a meeting# In effect the Board is saying that from now on 
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the anti-democratic elements in the eity--hoodlums, fascists and KmK#Ko 1 ers 
will determine aho shall be permitted the right to speak and assemble in 
Cincinnati. It was in this identical manner that Germany started nn the path 
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This ridiculous statement comes from a body which itself is guilty 

every school day by its policies of segregation 
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of promoting "racial strife 

and discrimination in many aspects of school activity# The stock argument 
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of the southern bourbouns is to claim that speaking out and fighting discrim- 
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ination provokes racial strife# The projected Robewon meeting id 11 call for 
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unity of Negro and white againat discrimination and racial strife 

The Board of Education presents a challenge to all Cincinnatians ^whether 
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they agree with Robeebn or not# Does democracy and free speech exist in our 
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We call on all city officials, progressives, the Negro people and all 
democratic minded men and women to join with us in this fight to keep the 

banner of democracy and freedom aloft in Cincinnati 
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C. B. Grigsby, Chairman 
Cincinnati Committee to Weloome 
Paul Robeson 
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The rally Tor PAUL ROBE SO scheduled at 8r30 P*K, at Turner's Arena 

Washington, D.C # , October 13, 1949, »as held 
The rally was a very orderly affair and no incidents of rowdiness 
occurred* The arena was completely filled and the estimates of the attendance 

were between two thousand and twenty-five hundred persons, of which approximately 
seventy-five percent were colored* 
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Bie rally was opened by HI NSTOIWEDY/ARDS , a ®ember of the Civil Eights 

Congress, announcing the singing of the star Spangled Banner* Following the 

singing of the National Anthem, EU. YARDS made a short greeting to the audience 
and then introduced as Vaster of Ceremonies, EDVi'AJ^Sfi SHER, President of the 
United Cafeteria Workers, Washington, D.C. , local/ 1 

1 

♦ 

FISHER stated that the rally was being held in protest of the Govern- 
ment 1 a Jim Crow and segregation policy. He stated that the Government was the 
biggest employer in the District of Columbia and should be expected to set the El 

pattern for other employers but that the Governmental pattern is a Jim Crow 
pattern and in pointing ou^ this fact, he stressed the recent incidents at the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing, on 14th Street, ifcere the buildings have 
segregated locker rooms, lavatories, etc, FISHER introduced from the platform 
OLIVER T^fPALilER, MARIANNE LAU HiANT&A JCHRZIK, Rev. L. PjTfecfLIINS, HSNRI^IHOWAS, 
GERTRUDE 'EVANS, Executive \Spcretary of the Progressive Party, THCliAS RICHARDSON, 0 ^ 
AJC U^S-'c DONALD, and G ECRGEWURPHI , of United Negro end Allied Veterans of £ 

America, These persons were Ju^t introduced from the platform and did not speak^-'N^ 

FISHER then introduced Dr* JGH&TGAMPER (ph), of Baltimore 
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CAMPER made the statement, *E served in the First World 
served in the Second, and I will not have my grandson serve in 
one nation, no one group has all the brains 

ltom Bomb, there i.s no other way than the way to peace 

derogatory remarks concerning the 81st Congress, and indicated that it was 
rotten, corrupt, bi-partisan Congress, which had failed to pass a single measure 
against segregation. 
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Ihe next speaker introduced was B ULAU 

Kiss BOTE 
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the Secretary of House Workers, Inc 

ihe House Workers in Washington, D*C., and ihat they stood behind PAUL ROBESON. 
She eaid that her group was about eight hundred strong and "We back any program 
that PAUL ROBESON may put up. » 
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October 14, 1949 


Letter to Director, FBI 
He: Pim ROBESON . 
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EBBS!: was the next speaker, 

"We do cot yet hiva a white American of the courage and stature of PAUL 
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The following speaker was Dr* E. FfAKKUiAfBASIER, of Howard 
University, FRASIER indicated that the present negro problem Is the 

which was originally invented 


■ 


3 ; 


y 




' + 




wuiussal 1 it? 
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Following FRASIER l s speech, FISHER 

She, however, did not speak 

I 

FISHER then introduced W TXT tv L^'r’AT IERSON, Executive Secretary 
of the Civil Rights Congress, and PATTE 

looks like we are on the march, and this is Washington, D.C 

wa hft TO got tils gr6&tflst A&e r icsn. liTing 

the greatest living American in the year 1949 is a black man, PAUL ROBESON, 
marching to peace and freedom, and the FBI and any others here from the 
Government can take that back to HARRY 1RX3MAN.* He stated, "The people 

are answering back from Peekskill, Harlem, Detroit, Los Angeles, Cleveland 

and Washington, D.C. , and ’let’s gain our freedom now 
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PATIERSON then continued with the contrlbu 
i j contributions were announced from the following: RA 

I ■ SCOT iHEEKI tC . _Cormi_t tee_ of Washington. D.C.. $50r0C 

E^RINIS, $35.90, JACK^&OLIAIAN, $25.00, United Public Workers of 

America, $50.00, AIBER&-FEARLMAN , $25.00, Petworth Club, Comnuni st,Par ty , 
$10*00, Communist Party of Baltimore and Washington, $15*00, HENR^jflHOISAS 

$10.00, Dr*XSTARJES , JR., $10.00, ANt®fldNq^ $5.00, Dr. THOkA S^WlLU SION 
$5.00, WILLI AM L^PAmRSON, $5.00, 1RTIN3KEING01D, $5.00, Wior 
■ Peekskill, $5.00y,' Young Progressives of America, Washington, D.C 

Progressive Party Club, 14th Ward, Baltimore, Maryland, $2.00* 

Following the contributions, WILLIAM J^RUNT 

Washington Bookshop, announced the sale of 
the Peekskill Incident and literature from 

sale in the lobby of the arena. . 


1dx>n. speech, and 
§7%NKSqf, $100.00, 
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A few aongs were led by BE 
PAUL ROBESON made his appearance.' He was presented with a scroll 

LIXjJANSS. Vice-President of the Local Cafeteria Workers. He 
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October 14, 1949 


Letter to Director, FBI 

Res P1UL ROBESON 
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ROBESON* s speech was Interspersed with songs by him and he 
spoke from approximately 10s3S P.M. to llsl5 P.M. He suggested the 
impeachment of Judge MEDINA. He stated that Peek skill was a sign of weak 

ness in American fascism, and said that he would still stand with DENNIS 
FOST ER and BEK JAM 
York 

and that if they had a , > few weeks ego, maybe instead of TOM CLARK on the 

Supreme Court, Cilft^BS~l>OUSTON might be in his place* He said that there 
was no qu e s ti on ~ab ou t Aiis loyalty to America, but that he would have 

nothing to do with the DULLES 1 Fascists, the RAMI Ns of Mississippi, and 

the COXss of Georgia. He said that the American negroes are finding friends 

among the thirty million Nigerians, the Nest Indian Negroes, and the people 
of Communist China, the Soviet Union, and Chechoslovakia, and that they 
may also find a friend in Japan 
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The meeting cloeed fo Hewing an announcement that a collection 
of over (1700.00 had been taken 
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The above captioned subject is scheduled to present a concert at 
ftrigley Field in Los Angeles on Friday evening September 30 under the auspices 
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who has in the past supported the Communist Party policies and front 
organizations, as well as invoking the Communist Party line in connection 
with the news and editorial policies of the paper 
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Reliable sources of information concerning j C onmuni s t Party activities 
in the Los Angeles area have advised that FR ANCES/ mTLU A 12> , who has been 

identified as a member of the Communist Party 

arrangements for this concert, while WILLIAM C Y\TAYL0R, Negro Chairman of 
the Los Armeies Count Tr Ccnsnunist Psrt# 

”” I ■ • • ft • I — 

assisting with the concert arrangements as a member of the steering committee 
Confidential informants further advised that all Communist Party members 
in the Los Angeles area have been instructed tc attend this concert and the 
Communist Party through its numerous branches, is active in the sale and 
distribution of concert tickets 




V- 




f 




i" 


y, is in charge of the 


I. 


c 


p 




m 


r 


V? nAfi +.S 


<= r Amrni cci r\n 


Kao Ka 


J 


u 


i 






A 




■ 




"5 


4 


i 


•- 


G. . P -7 


i 


1 


n * t 


fc rK 


4 


I 


t 


i 


% 




I who Is faniliar with the security functions of the 

Los Angeles Notice TJepartment , has advised that that agency is taking every 
precaution to prevent the development of any riot in connection with this 

concert* ^his informant has further advised that the Police Department does 
not know of any planned interruptions of this concert by any local group 

However, the Department feels that there will be a large crowd of curious 
people and should some slight incident take place which would inspire 
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The Los Angeles Police Department desires that no guard of private 
individuals accompany ROBESON and that these instructions will be complied 
with, inasmuch as the Department is responsible for the policing of public 
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events. These instructions have been/isKied subsequent to the receipt of 

information by the Department that fl&BBSO!.' would be accompanied by an honor 

guard composed of members of the American Veterans Committee, which group 

would undoubtedly be composed of a number of Communist Party members 


\ ^ 


F 


I • 


4 




4 


r 


#% 




a 


i 


i 


# 




J" 


■ 


I 




- * a 


1 


L 








■ 




/ 




•■i • i 


According to 


at is the desire of the Police Department 

+ V.Q+ +k 


*t\rt itnneirfaVe +.Vie 


r\ f + n i c 




emA}i q 


j 


4 A 


11 


1 V 


11 


vnu u 


VllOJf 


■ • 




may ascertain how efficient and effectively various units of the Department 

could be mobilized in the eveit of a disaster or national emergency 

Alert Magazine, (Anti-Communist publication ^0^ 

in Los Ang^res^advises that the Los Angeles county Council of the American ( 

■ 

Legion has adopted a resolution requesting all posts of the American Legion 
to remain away from the S03E30K meeting and not to participate officially 

or otherwise in any demonstration in connection with it* Copies of this 
resolution have been sent to other civic and patriotic organizations in the 
area with a suggestion that they pass a similar resolution end similarly 
counsel their membership 
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advised that the Conference of Civic Organizations 

(composed of various civic and patriotic organizations in the Los Angeles 

held a press conference on September 21, 1949,/ at which time they 
alsc adopted a policy of ignoring the BDBESOK meeting entirely 

On September 19, 1949 after HYRA TANNERIV.'EISS, local Chairman 
of the Socialist Workers Party had announced through the circulation of 

letters in the city of Los Angeles that an army of 3,000 picked men would 
serve as a "defense guard" for the H0BSS0N meeting, the Los Angeles City 

Council passed a unanimous resolution recommending that the HDBESOH concert 
be "ignored with a monumental silence and contempt". The City Council, 

according to a news article appearing in the Los Angeles Examiner on September 
19, 1949 termed the concert a "Communist trap of mob violence" 
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Unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau, efforts will be 

made to have reliable confidential informants present at the meeting; however 
no Special Agents will attend the meeting or otherwise be present in the 
immediate vicinity 
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The Bureau will be advised of any import ait developments in 
connection with this matter 
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Recent loyalty reports have increasingly been referring to Robeson and it 

is felt that a uniform thumbnail sketch describing him should be contained in Bureau 

loyalty reports. Accordingly, the main file covering Robeson has been reviewed and 

the attached thumbnail sketch prepared 
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It is recommended that the attached SAC letter containing a thumbnail 
sketch of Robeson be sent to the field; however, it is recommended this thumbnail 
sketch be routed to the Internal Security Section for its approval prior to being 
sent to the field 
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